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TAGS: EGEN, MX 

SUBJ: MEXICAN BUSINESS GROUP PLANS EC OFFICE 

1. MEXICO CITY PRESS CARRIED A STORY THAT THE MEXICAN 
BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL AFEAIRS (CEMAI) PLANS 

TO ESTABLISH AND OFFICE IN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, 
PROBABLY IN BRUSSELS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS REPORTEDLY 
MADE IN MADRID BY ENRIQUE HERNANDEZ PONS, PRESIDENT OE THE 
MEXICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN SPAIN, ON 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1973, HE IS QUOTED AS ANTICIPATING THAT 
THE PROJECTED OEFICE WILL HELP INCREASE TRADE BETWEEN 
EUROPE AND MEXICO, AND WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH THE SPANISH- 
MEXICAN BILATERAL COMMITTEE OF BUSINESSMEN AND THE MEXICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN SPAIN. NO DATE WAS 
GIVEN FOR THE OPENING OF THE EC OFEICE, WHICH WILL BE 
IN ADDITION TO THE OEFICE IN BONN PLANNED BY THE MEXICAN 
FOREIGN TRADE INSTITUTE (IMCE). 

2. COMMENT: IN SPITE OF A LACK OF SIGNIFICANT SUCCESS 
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WITH THE EC, MEXICO CONTINUES TO RESTATE ITS INTEREST. SOME 
RECIPROCAL INTEREST HAS BEEN SHOWN, ON A BILATERAL 
BASIS, BY INDIVIDUAL EC MEMBER COUNTRIES. FOR ESAMPLE, 

THE LOCAL BRITISH CHAMBER OE COMMERCE PRESIDENT STATED 
THAT THE UK PLANS TO INCREASE ITS INVESTMENTS IN MEXICO 
BY UP TO 30 PERCENT IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS, AND THE VICE- 
PRESIDENT OE THE MEXICAN-GERMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY ANNOUNCED THAT GERMAN INVESTMENTS IN MEXICO WILL 
DOUBLE OVER THE NEXT SIX YEARS TO A TOTAL OF 10 BILLION 
PESOS (US. $800 MILLION). EURTHER, A LONDON CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE TRADE MISSION VISITING MEXICO (SEPTEMBER 28- 
OCTOBER 12, 1973) WAS RECEIVED BY GOM PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA, 
WHO REPORTEDLY REITERATED MEXICO'S DESIRE TO TRADE WITH 
ALL COUNTRIES. 
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